Onyx Quarry At iayer
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In As Many Colors And Shadings As The Ralnbow

Reading the old news sloiles
about the onyx mines near Mayer is
realiy enjoyable. The stories are like
all the other news gbout mining,
except thero’s something that mekes
tliane scem lighter. There's a touch
ol juy w1 the nnyx stories.

IN ANALYZING 1the dillerenco
between onyx stories and gold o
silver inining Stories, one brecomes
av:are ol the descriptions in the onyx
siones. Al the old miners knew vhat
yold amil siiver tooked like, ant tho
names themseives desciibed the
color. Out not averybody know what

™ uyx locked like, and thero are many

oo colors, so anyx slofries
" seautilul descriptions.
Aeie’s a March, 1900 newspaper

~—3uicle; “Within talking (sicl distance

of Mayer lays one of the greatest and
most heawtilul deposits of onyx in ot
the known worid. So much pro-
minence in tha past has been given

By Claudette Simpson

this particular industry in so far as
tho magnilicence of it heds go, and
the sala theraof a few ynars ago lor a
vast sum, that the luturo o the same
v+ill be mentioned again, and likewisa
will the uncovering of additional aml
new ground ba lightly spuken of.

.."9 1S statcd on ichable suthority
that the Arizona Onyx company has
lotly deciled to resume work ol
onco, and lor tha purpuso ol suc-
cesslully oporating and carrying out
the object ol he work outlined some
months ago, will erect now buililings
cquipped with modern machinory 1o
handle the producl, in rawing and
polishing the same, )

*The cast of tha plant ls said 10 ba
over 350,000, When undor headway
adarge lorcn will be maintained, sl
In ¢onsequance will Mayer cone-

spondingly prosper. The ground
coverad by this company is ol great
area, some 300 acres, awl aviragos
in dupth af anyx over thirty leet.

“IN LINE with this industy may
also be mentioned the recant discov-
ey In adjoining ground of another
onyx deposit o samn 120 acres in
extont, by Daniel Uowen, that is
crealing a graat deal ol imerestin the
variely nnd quality of the deposits
wncovered. On claim No. 1, which
adjoins tha original location, and
laying bolow, (awn the hill, con-
cealed under e jrass roots and solt
loam, soms ol e most beautiful
and Vericgated wacne ever placed
bolore the eya is heing quaried.
Exports pronounce i product here
to he the linest on _ ¢ mesa, anid
samples on exhibitior  risiniv baar

oul this assertion,

“On claim Na. 2 anather specie of
onyx has uvlso beon recently un-
covered ol an Alican or bandit
qeain, vs it is colled. Nothing but this
vatioly has hoen incovered an this
clim. On claim No, 4 annther
surprisy MeMs ano in ong’s 1amhlas
in beholding a distinctiva type af the
wonderlul daings ol vatwe, in the
shapm ol Ulock onyx, that is as
hawidering o it Is beaulilul. Many
whio hitvo suen this particular stene
seem 1o have a decided prolerence
{or it over all othars.

* TIE GNOUND under which
the onyx lies can lu diiven over in a
bugyy, and il not lamiliar with the
fonnation, and the fact that under
the solt dirt lays the onyx in gigantic
slabs, & stonger would certainly be
in ignotance of the existence ol the
prarluct, so smooth and salt is tha

o
sl.
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Onyx quarries tsken sbout 1900, Photos courtesy of Sharlot Hall Museum.

On Onyx \Were Astonished

Experts

. Continued lrom Pago

I's diflicull *n 1aB jieey eadding old |

newspaper clippuigy, who owned
the ming when. Each clipping seems
10 ba telling ebout the scll and the
new owner of the flig Dug onyx
— _mine. One article is dated August,
11890 and tells how a My, Smith ol

Los Angeles purchased 220 acres of -

the most beautiful onyx thal every
pleased tho eye of wen. fAed, green,
blue, old gold, pink, white, black,
translucent, varieyated in every vari

ation, thy ontx is {lound covering this .

area to an unknown depth, and while
the owners of the only other onyx
quarry in exisicnce ~ the onein the
State of Puebla, Mexico — were
growing rich by sclling their stone al
from $8 to $20 a cubic fool,
hundreds of persons passed over this
deposit 10 admire for A moment the
wonderlul beauty of the rock and
then cast it away as worthless, until
last February, when Al. and George
McCann, William O, O'Meill and
John W, Dougherty located it in o
vague, speculalive sorl ol way,

trusting that the future would devel-
op some way in which its producis
could be utihizod. A fow samples sent

* 10 Chicago astonisher] the experts of

that city, where $ 100,000 of Mexican

. stone had-been used in the imtarior

decorations of tha just then com-
pleted auditotium, ’

“NOTHING of the kind usnd in
thit building, in color or e,

- could compara with the Arizona

stune, while the llaws that mada the
Mexican stana so defective wars
totally rissing. Both Chicago and
Hew York experts on onyx wera sont
to the Tewitory, and all wore
astonished not anly at the extent of
tho quarry, but also at the lact Hhat
the onyx was in reguln quany
formation, something never beloro

known, as in Maxico it is only lound

in houhlers.
"The long accepted theoty that
the stone was primnarily lormed in tho

_shape of stalagmites and stalactiles

was upset, ond the only explanation

that could be advanced to account”

for the Arizona freak of a regular

nuatry of onyx — just like sandstone
or granite ~ was that the valley in

.whicli it was located had al ane time
Leen the hasin of a lake lormed by a -

spring whose walers were strongly
impregnated with limo to lorm the
hody ol the stone, and with iton,
gold, copper and other minesals 10
color it, and then centuries evapora-
tion wmder the burning suns of
Arirana did the rest, and as a resull
gave a quarry that givals i its
Leauties ol colors the plaries ol tha
opal.”

AND THE article concluded with
the statement 1hat the present
owners cxpect 1o make 8 loftune
from the mine. That sentiment, in
one way or another, was expressed

*in every articla that told ahout the

mine being sold. When lacal people
think of the unyx mine, they think of
Duckey O'Neill and Joe Mayer and
Joe Doughertly. Back when the onyx
quarry was in operation, there were
many who told the s1ory of how they
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almost got in on onyx deals, lui
didn’t quite makae it.

Here's a clipping hom the Sep-
tember, 1903 Prescott Couner:
*Onyx is being shipped from the
quartics near Mayer 10 London,
England. The late ‘Ouckey’ O'Hedl
was tha first man who hrought these
quarries into prominence, and the
Courier man came very near making
a sole of them at onu time for
‘Buckey;’ a knocker knocked wus

out.

SHARLOT HALL waveled by tain
from Prescotl-to Mayer 1o sce the
onyx quarries. She wrote a delightful
account of her tiip in the July 10,
1899 Journal Miner. She described
tha scenery on the way there, the
town ol Mayer and the onyx clills,
Then she wrote: “An engine arul
huge derrick for lilting |H|e piant
Llocks was in place at the largest
claim but no stone was being minml
g0 we could not quess at the

Plesse turn o Page §
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Continued from Page 4

melhods.

“Down under the trees one ol the
original locators, Dan Bowen by
namie, had a ﬁolishh&laclory all his
own and with the aid ol the most
primitive tools was lurning out small
lunt exquisite specimens in as many
colors and shadings as lhe rainbow.
We were shown onyzx, black, white,

greon, dappled, satin onyx, crystal -

onyx, pebblled onyx, sutely every
combination that nature could dovise
and all beautiful,” -

ANOTHER newspaer arlicle wril-
ten in 1894 described polished onyx
from a quarry on Sycamote Creek,
55 miles from Prescolt, a3 being

“many colors — chocolate, slate,.

cream, favender, ried — in lact, no
1e:0 pueces are alka, though oll ae
Eeautdully motded and show oan
vlunte vannty ol curious doesigns,””

Due amcle teld about the largest
<lah ol onyx takan nut it one pioca.
It was from tha Olcil ledye onid

~wred 23 by 10 leal, and 26

.3 thick, “The stone from this
clann s vety fine grain and (okes o
much higher polish than tha cele-
inated anyr ot Mexico, and it con-
tams colors that weare exhausied
many yeus ago in the Mesican
minas.”

Therte are many moto articlos
alinut tha anyx quarry near Mayer.
Anrd neatly all of them mention tha
tenuty and the many colors ol the
juecious stona.

I’s alinust like leadmg about a
1anbow,
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John Dougherty piclured 81 Onyx mine, discovered about 1889.
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Ony: Mlne al Mayer, onco ownod br Duckey 0'Heill, Jos Mayer and Joa Doughenty.
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7 a4 Mayer, Arizana

1t about one year ago the
svapsi Omyx Mining Corporation
raienced operations. All of the
zosit on Biz Bug Creek, ap-
oximateiy 320 acres, is now
‘zed by the Corporation. A num-
- <X Dew opemings pave been
<C< aod-iDe last two car loads of
-ze 1Z:;ped o Dubuque, the
—=dgzarters of the company, came
<3 xn cpening on the extreme
Taaite side of the original guar-
s Tke company maintains a
e of men at Mayver and de-
~orment work is carried 2n con-
~zaily.  According to the state-
»nt of the compaxy, they have
:ii3iJed themselves thar there is
Temendous quantity of hign
“2de onyX in the acreage.

.

*is3ixy Plaats at Dubuque, Jows

The onyx i3 not soid in the
“agh 4tats and what i3 taken
2> the properties is brought o
2 Zin:shing plants in Dubugue,
~cTe it is mada into lampas, can-
=:ticks, bowls, table tcpy, book-
E fire places. !amp ‘hamea
ornaments  of Jifferent
~ and gear shift balls for
diles,
“rrodocts Seld Thronghont
the World

37he onyX gear shift ball has be-
-me tremendousiy popuiar, and is
= being sold in ajj paris of the

S it ®g found faver in
inzn, Portugal. Caba, Sweden.
-ricn, The Argeatina, Hawaij

ands and even in the far AWRY
Zing bumidity of the Straits
Yitlements,

Tde Vavspai Onyx Mining Cor-

i
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A FLOURISHING INDUSTRY AT MAYER. ARIZONA

lion tons in

poration markets the stone under
the trade name of GENUINT YA-
VAPAI ONYX Already, some of
the larger and more discriminating

Yavapai Onyx to that coming fromr
Mexico and Brazil.

he “arge manciacturer mas
{ered to cuntract for Ld i sarth
of onyx during 1925, provided the
company gzives him the exclusive
use in his fieid. He has never uzed
more than & few hundred dollars
worth of onyx per year in the past

Essily Worked

The company has found the
Genuine Yarapai Onrx singularis
Pleasant and interesting materiai
o work. Esch new carload of

ing ones, and tke workers take
great pride in {imshing the stone

ALk 5‘,—1. daae

so that every detail of its beauty is

users of onyx prefer the Genuine |

stone brings colers and markings |
€ven more beautiful than preced-!

emphasized.

‘" 3igrien to

The officers of the i - 3 ; :
company state that they consider 100rng.” This piant will be in o
it a privilege and 3 pleasure to
fashion Genuine Yavapai Onyx in-
to the things of loveliness and cse.

Now Manofacturing Charch

Quarry at Mayer, Anizonx, from which Onyx is shipped to Dubuque,
Iowa, where it is manalactured into rarions articlea.

(roods

Q

ke ures men
tioned, the Yavapai Onyx Mining
Corporation is suppiying some of
the church gzoods manufactursrs than carload quaartities.
with c¢olumns of VArying lengthks
and diameters for aitars, raiis. .
baptismal fonts and candie sticks. fpo:-ation, whuse main plan: is

VYV

Finishing Plane, Dobugue, To

on their plate lamps for the e
tire year of 1925,
National Advertising for Us

These lampa rvetail as ugh
$500.00 each. This company a!l
agTees to mention Genuine Yavan
Onyx in all therr national adve
tising for 1925, Their ads will a
pear in the foilowing magazine
Vogue, House and Garden, Libert
Good Heusekeeping, as weil’
their full page ads Iunping in duy
papers gs the Chicage Tribdune.

New Crusking Plant to e
Erected at Marver

The Yavapai Onyx Mining Co

Ninety-{oar @il poratior now intends to erecet
quarry by government estimata. ’

crusking plant at the mines
Mayer for the purpuse of grushir
onyx for stucco dasih and terraz,

eration within tke next ninecy day

Will Make 3tacro Dash snd
Terrazzo Flooring
Saraples of the Gengine Yarap
Onya st Zash bave beos sL
mnitted- to the rgde in 3en Fra
cisco, Los Angeles and San Diey
and the company have now me:
inquirizs for curicad lows and le

Personnel of Company
The Yavapai Onyx Miningy .,

S e : ;
Almeo Lamps to Use Varapai Pubuaue, jowa, mith the mires :

The Art Lamp
Company of Chicag
ers of the Almeo
haps the

Onyx Doring 1925

T — et

.‘,IAnu!actuJ-ing
9, maouractur-
lamrs, ard per-
iargest lamp manufac-
turer in the world, has contracied
to use the Gennine Yavapai Onyx

cated at Maver, Tavapai Coun:
Avrizona, atout thirty miles fr-
Prescott, ihe COUNty teat, is pa
ticulazly zortanaze in the =«
petienced men wio are the officc
of the company, Jodeph A, msl
is the president: J. H. Devan.

Factory of the Yava-

'i' Onyx Mining Corporzt
. i at Dubuque, [cwg
!
o
P e
s e
ey [




S aful gttides are being
‘ade & ike deveiopment of the
z7er Oayx quarry, iz Yavapai

z=iy, through the splendid
~erzy of the Yavapai Onyx Min-
~: Corgperaticn, with John Al

—iT a3 (re jresident and active
‘smager. It is interesting to nota
o tizi it was through am im-
“r7 zawered in fhe ofXoea of
“r “Zavetal. czunty chamber of
rmirerey and Immigratica com-
3 "=22er, Tefirougnt about the
®inizauer of thiz eompany in
A ‘7p ts Dyersville, lowa, and
2 iapestion of the factory for
- lzi=afzg of this semi-nrecious
-irs from Yavapai comaty, wounld
; Tose than a rorprise to the av-
1T® SeTzom.

Agzraxiinately one hundred men
t rmploysd in the plant and the
Xing is equipped with the very
“neat and most modern grade of
scinery for shapiag onyx into
~2ua sevelties and articles of

s

(-' T is shipped to Dyers-

e -t from the mines &t
avy 1ll sizes and quantities,
e a1 Onyx company has

; r.{.-‘ﬂ"“_/':..:.'ugc._nnd the onyx is
sight in the factary.
various processes which
created ard are used ex-
by the Yavapai Onyx
“pany, ihe onyx is cut, shaped.
i12¢d 1nd inspected and shinped
“Ariear rams of the worid.

T2a fivery i equpped to fil}
T arrr. Ao macter how compli-
mon ball vsed as an or-
= the gear shift or motor
7 oaf an autzmobile. to iarge
*v. whick are now being used

i kel
upe. S
c2 tren
rvelv

=el

= moare saxclusive and Ligher
*3 rurdingy, -
T omast interesting  :hing

‘3z whoie deveiopments is
‘e marxet for Yavepai
Secn  croated, varions
T®oary attempting W imitate
=ith the TYavarai
wTrraton, bme thas fap
T tax tesn produced that
Dotmaea gl favurably
o AT fmam TaTapai
' .- 321 auarsst mporpach
( % 9NTX from Mexico,
’ Y Ik varizus eclomings
7 Tavezar onvr

T fax

T rata

-

STt iing e Feily ta the
R I e T e T Yavanai
2 arsurauen. the o eer

THE YAVAPAI ONYX CORPORATION.

Excellence of Mayer Onyx Attracting Nationa] Atteation.

. BY JOHN L. SGLLIVAN

spent two days in that city, where
ConTacts were ciosed for ihe year
with various zoncerns, in exress
of $125,000. N

The 3success of the Yavapai
Onyx Corporation is entirely due
to the untiring efforts and zeal
of Mr. EKelley, who foresaw :the
possibilities of this stome. From
pressnt indiecations, the busigess
for the year 1927 will reaca $1.~
000,600, Seven automobils con-
cerns’ are using Yavapai ooyx
either as aspecifications for their
car, or as optional equipment The
product is foand in many churches
throughsut the world, because of
its ornzmental value. The Art
Hetal Lamp company and Euplan
& Company, two of the largest

the company itself manufactures
various novelties, includizg, famps

affice novelties, church goods

<andle sticks, jewel cases and tte\
like. = y
Up to the present time the
company has been onadla to
branch’ out with additional novel-
ties, Lecause of the lmited capa-.
city of the plant, and the fact that-
orders began coming 1 ss roon:
as the material was shown to.the

public. However, plans are onder
way now {or additional articles.;
both of udlity and art  Amorg!
ocher things, it is tontemplaced to

place = door knob, of anique de-.
sign, on the market, - -

Yavaoai onyx has attracted tte
attention of at least two of Amer-

i

Finisbed products from the Mager Onyx Quarry. ;

lamp makers of exciusive lamps
in tne Unised 3tares, are uring
Yasapai onyx in foor, Sridge and
talie iamzs. Two of ‘he lar;est
pen Tiarufactucers of the countss
fre ~sestinting for the axciative
use I the onyx as the nagis fse

desk sets.  In adiiilion to these,

ta’s grratest archizzens L Jar-
vis Humt, who Zesicned tae Ug-
ion Depet at Kansas Cisq, 3 s
lerested i the Maver orvx o
AUCH Za eXicct that Ze a3 neigde
«1 i r e specifications of <za
cenrtriztion of  several  offie
Mulengs nnd theatars.  Rapoa

L

MAYER ONYX QUARRY BEING ACTIVELY DEVELOPED BY

Rapp, well «nown architects ::
Chicago, wio are now construcs.
ing a besutiful and unique ot2
at Jersey City, and alsa a larg
theater in Brooklyn have specifie:
Yavapai onyx. Mr. Hunt is zsior
the Tavapai anyx {n the propoes
Seatiie theater, which wili be tk.
largest and most beautiful theaze.
in the city of Seattle.

Probably the most impressive
and magnificent building in Ghi
cagn today is the building Ymnow:r
2¢ the Nime Hundred, North 3lich
igan. This structure, of zonsider
able height, is located on Michi
£an- avenue, ‘directly oppuffl.e th-
Drake Hotel, and the {acing om *h
entire ground foar ir of Yavarpz
onyx. It has attracted wide-aprea.
attention snd numcroas icqviris
have already been mwde concerr
ing the source of this benctis:
stone. The swome used in th:
building is entirely of ke reqd vr
riety, with itz npatoral dosizr
wiich looks similar to the calsr
ing in a Piialey shawi.

Recently, at the Mayer quarrv

. where- steam shovel oserations anr

belng used and =dditiona! drve:
opment being pushed, more beau
tiful onyx has been uncovere
than any beretofore disclosed. T
predominating color and  bacx
ground is- green, with a mnit:

~colared combinaton throughous.
/’ Yavapai ooyx is conceded to -

the most beautiful of ail 3tong ¢
2 semi-precious nature yet ci-
covered. And this is largely dc
to the many and varied colors tha
each piece of it, no matter he

small, contains. The prevaili:

colors, however, are pink, re
i kTeen, brown and g greenic
| white.

The Yavapai Onyx Corporatic
‘ewns approxiiately <00 acres -
Mayer, apout thivty miles fro-
Frescoct, nearly 21 of wnich
patented. This mining aropert
kis hed an inter=sting nast foo:
the stand-zoirt of mining, pre—
tien and prospeeting and it o,
changed hands teveral umax T
CIAMIS VRTe omiTIndaLy lnTalens -
<oseph Mayer. A wnor: iime t-e-

siter. Bucky OMNeill of .-
Z.Zer famme, becaine inzsrestpn

tie propery, and e, ; iuron.
terested 32 3l easini:
from Naw Yerx, At caa
PrOPATty Was benged ir the

s
srnus

AT



Dawz nartde.—ear JYIAYVErL, 00 IOE 1811 NEADK ;
- Bizoug (reek, 1s 8 considerable deposit of onyx [
-arsde. -mall portdons of which are of a quahtv, 2 LA
__hal renien it auitable for a decorative stone. { The chemical CEEB by which the irm coni-"
" The deposit. which covers an oval ares about 1yined in the carbonate hss been set free without .
il il of & mile long by less than half & i,renking down the texture of the calcite as a whole ;
ufle hrosd. is superficial and varies in thickness .|y heen studied particularly by Merrill sRLpr)rH
from o thin layes on the crown of the hill 0 a’ {_ 3. Nat. Mus,, 1893, pp. 739-783), whowe anaivacs
‘madimum of about 25 feet on the bank of the of the unoxidized, green onyx and of the oxidized,
ereek. The g°010g'.c nature of . this" L.epfh!lf. hus ! bI‘OWD material are here mpmduce-d
" been described above. Many prospecting pits have |

ls X A
- been sunk on it in all parts of the ares, and a quarry A"_"M“ oyl ﬁm_ e

Fm e A Eee | S ——

? wis opened ix one of the thicker portions, but very i : I |
e 5 ML
! little has been shipped and no work was bemg P b i :
: T . |

»Jc:?e_j&hen nt_.w*aa vigited. : ds¢s i ize P U e e o | Sk o5 e |
- The onyx is extremely variuble in color and| . MgCOeeeenen... T 58 ..l .88 3
texture.  Most of it i3 white or pale yreen when En€ 0 ssnpnsntias svmemapens] 3505 %3t 4.08 i

5 : o ; . : { :

. Tesb. but weathering bus produced vuriatons of @ FeeQseeres -ood ooeeves e l duet |
- 1. - - - . - . = 1 I
»wolor which give it most of it~ decormtive value. i, e esmmm———n—— | M"" et }
Bl . i 5. s HGOH Comnm:  amususimsnm Smmaten not det. ' .40 notd-at,i
Ge soructure is distinetly hoded, the individual |: - - — ' i
_wnds varying in thicknew from » inches to a frae- | | Trotmles oe reneeeeenees 100.04! P-4 S Jj

. ton of aninch. The hrudest Laneis are comrmely [t~ -

4
1
Oprous, are tonsverse to.the hedding, nud coanist fi I‘"don‘ (}:E:hm“l bb"“ FrEen Aayec Az, =
" of sragonite.  XMany lurge hlocks cut in the tLl-ElT"r SR & provm :.i.”er' =
L i — uxidad TOCeS ¢ analy-
re alinet whoily of marerial of this character. The |! T};" ':“huon P ‘.se:dasbshloi;; by these an .1'
(vawer part o the onyx ix in thin bands of wavy e I RO SERERIES W B8 O 88 S
. o g = |° of irvn uxdde, nod the calcite is #till present in the
o sevtion, not distinetly fibrous, and composed |- ..
ot S ;o - . | orignmi form. The process takes pluce from the
taleite. - The walcite has been shown by analysis |- K 4 Yok 6 :
. o - ~ M=, Aol w w i v
<0 contain A smali xmouat of ferrons carhonate, and {0 e E i o g
dhiis ) ~ment of the oxidizing solutions, and along indi-
teods o give the onyx 2 pale sea-green color| . s - 1
ssthen Tl {: vidual bands which may be ahzhtlv less dense
when fresh. Oxidation of the iron, however, sets | ’
P T thau othere The illustrutions in 2errill’s de&np—
iree either bmwa limonite or deep-red hematite, ;ed 2ho b hi q )
‘ . y = -tion i gbove show this procesa sdmirably.
and this powder remains suspended as a coloring Ho P

.
mutier in. the caleite, giviug brillizat color con- | W here complete oxidation of the fron has t.xkerul
- ] * placv and the whole mass has been changed to red .
trazta awainst the whize or green origiual material.
it i ; . or hruwn culeite it beromes quite opaque, and while
ale=pink and salmon tones are also occssionally -
leve) . < ! the stone then has u new and very unusual coior
tleveioped, and mrely the whole mass of the onvx e . s .
P B : o . - effect, it i8 not in dermand by worzere of thiz mate-
12 in alternating lavers of black aod white. . 5B . . .
P - . rinl. Probably it is the prevelence of these limo-
The more massive portions of the deposit are - e o B P ;
i it . - nitic bands, which make it difienlt to cheain lurge
: chiedly whive, unid while lurge blocks mav be 5 . .
Y bt . a0 iy pieces of light—olored material, that has led 1o the
noidined, the lack of wlor variety makes it lees ! ; ' P b
: i . practical abundonnwat of this property. .
pract propert ”

“ceomutive. Tiwe most valued variety is the zreen : =
with red and vellow lnmdmg und lnrge biocus of
thiz color are difbenlt to obtain.



